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their tuition. They went to school almost 
without any cost, substantially free,’’ 
Lawson said. ‘‘A resident law student next 
year will pay between $21,000 and $22,000 in 
tuition. You can’t work your way through 
school at that level. I have students grad-
uating with $100,000 or more in loan debts 
that will affect them for the rest of their 
lives. Shame on us.’’ 

f 

EGYPT 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, last week 
Egyptian government investigators 
working on behalf of a judge who is 
overseeing a 4-year-old case against 
international and Egyptian nongovern-
mental organizations, NGOs, visited 
the main office of the Cairo Institute 
for Human Rights Studies, or CIHRS, 
and asked for registration and finan-
cial documents. The investigators re-
portedly tried to pass off an informal 
search warrant as legal cover, but 
CIHRS staff made clear they couldn’t 
search the office without an official 
one. The investigators left, but their 
message was clear: a new crackdown is 
on the way. 

According to information I have re-
ceived, CIHRS is the second organiza-
tion to receive such a visit this year. 
The same investigators previously vis-
ited another organization, the Egyp-
tian Democratic Academy, and looked 
into their activities and funding 
sources. Four members of the academy 
have since been banned from leaving 
Egypt. 

Some Senators may remember this 
case: it is the same one that led to the 
conviction of 43 foreign and Egyptian 
NGO workers, including 16 Americans, 
in 2013. The fact that the Egyptian au-
thorities have decided to resuscitate 
this old case against these NGOs shows 
that President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi’s 
administration is confident that it can 
silence critical voices with little inter-
national objection. 

Since the 2011 revolution, the govern-
ment has made several efforts to re-
place a harsh 2002 law on associations— 
unevenly implemented under former 
President Hosni Mubarak—with even 
more draconian regulations, including 
a draft law that would have given the 
government and security agencies ef-
fective veto power over NGO boards of 
directors, foreign funding, and very ex-
istence. Although a new law has yet to 
be passed, the authorities have pre-
viously raided or detained staff from 
respected organizations such as the 
Hisham Mubarak Law Center, Human 
Rights Watch, Amnesty International, 
and the Egyptian Center for Economic 
and Social Rights. 

I am deeply concerned with the rein-
vigoration of this 4-year-old case and 
the message it sends about Cairo’s in-
tent to restrict independent NGOs. I 
am similarly concerned with recent 
press reports alleging that the authori-
ties have disappeared a significant 
number of young people, some of whom 
later died, in a coordinated campaign, 
activists say, to silence dissent. Such 
actions, if true, are deplorable and are 

no way to effectively combat terrorism 
and related insecurity. 

Support for a strong and flourishing 
independent civil society is a critical 
part of any pluralistic society, but we 
are seeing the reverse in Egypt. As the 
ranking member of the Appropriations 
Subcommittee on the Department of 
State and Foreign Operations which 
provides assistance for Egypt, I am dis-
mayed by the al-Sisi government’s re-
jection of basic freedoms, whether it is 
the right to express oneself or the right 
to assemble. Such repressive tactics 
are not likely to contribute to greater 
security or stability in Egypt—instead 
they are likely to do just the opposite. 

f 

VOTES ON NATIONAL DEFENSE 
AUTHORIZATION ACT AND MO-
TION TO PROCEED TO DEFENSE 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I rise 
today to commend the honorable men 
and women in Maryland—including the 
28,939 men and women on Active Duty, 
the 6,223 in the National Guard, our Re-
servists, and our civilian employees 
and contractors—who are serving our 
Nation. 

When I go around the State to bases 
such as Walter Reed National Military 
Medical Center, Fort Meade, Fort 
Detrick, the U.S. Naval Academy, and 
others, I see the people who put their 
lives on the line every day to defend 
America. 

I support you. I am fighting to make 
sure you and your families have the re-
sources you need, from equipment, to 
training, to fresh, healthy food at our 
commissaries. That is why today I 
voted against the final passage of the 
National Defense Authorization Act 
and the motion to proceed to the De-
fense appropriations bill. My vote was 
not a vote against our national de-
fense; it was a vote for our national de-
fense. It was a vote to end sequester 
and a vote for military readiness. 

How will voting against a funding 
bill help end sequester? Because it 
brings us to the table now—in June—to 
agree on how we are going to fund the 
vital programs that we all agree are 
necessary to protect our Nation. Not in 
September. Not in November. Not when 
another funding deadline looms or 
when there is a clock ticking until the 
government shuts down. We are going 
to address this now, so the Senate can 
do its job to support our troops, our 
military families, our veterans, and 
our national security. 

National security is more than the 
Department of Defense. We need diplo-
macy around the world to prevent con-
flicts when we can and end them once 
started. So we need our State Depart-
ment. We need embassy security to 
keep our Foreign Service safe—and 
that is not funded by the Department 
of Defense. 

Our law enforcement agencies here at 
home also protect our national secu-
rity. The FBI, tracking down ‘‘lone 
wolf’’ terrorists; the Coast Guard, pro-

tecting our coasts from smugglers and 
drug traffickers; Customs and Border 
Patrol; the Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration; Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement—all standing sentry to 
protect America. Yet none are funded 
by the Department of Defense. 

Nation states and organized crime 
are infiltrating our cyber networks, 
and we need the Department of Home-
land Security, the FBI, and the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology to help us protect dot-com and 
dot-gov. Those key cyber warriors are 
not funded by the Department of De-
fense. 

Finally, we need troops ready for 
duty. Sadly, only one in four recruits 
can pass muster, many for lack of edu-
cation or lack of physical fitness. We 
need great schools turning out great 
graduates ready to work. We need 
childhood nutrition to feed them 
healthy meals that build healthy bod-
ies. But education and nutrition are 
not funded by the Department of De-
fense. 

In order make the Department of De-
fense successful, we need to stop 
hollowing out America. This means 
making sure our other agencies have 
the resources necessary to meet na-
tional security needs at home and 
abroad. 

However, the Republican Budget uses 
two sets of rules—first, pretend funding 
for basic, essential military oper-
ations—things that are supposed to be 
in the base budget—taken from the 
Overseas Contingency Operations, OCO, 
account that was created for funding 
wars. This gimmick allows $38 billion 
of extra defense spending by evading 
the budget caps. The second rule the 
Republicans are using is saying: We are 
going to apply the sequester budget 
constraints to the rest of the Federal 
agencies. That is not acceptable, but 
we can fix it. 

We need to end sequester for defense, 
without gimmicks, and we need to end 
sequester for the rest of our agencies. 
We need to make sure defense has the 
right resources, but we also need to 
make sure that the other agencies that 
protect our country and make it great 
and are not included in the Defense bill 
have the resources they need too. 
Today, I voted no to moving to the De-
fense appropriations bill, but that no is 
meant to speed up the process of get-
ting a better outcome for our troops 
and our country. 

Many of my colleagues fail to men-
tion that we in Congress can go 
through these motions: We can pass 
funding bills, go to conference, and 
send them to the President’s desk. But 
that will do no good if the President 
vetoes these bills, which he has said he 
will do if they include budget gim-
micks. 

I hope that after having this vote, 
our leadership will sit down and nego-
tiate a new budget deal, now in June. 
We need to have a real solution for the 
budget constraints that impact all of 
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our Federal agencies, so that our Na-
tion can be protected and the govern-
ment can serve the people. That is 
what the people deserve. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SIXTH BIEN-
NIAL JAMAICAN DIASPORA CON-
FERENCE 

Mr. COONS. Mr. President, today, I 
want to take a moment to recognize 
the important relationship between the 
United States and Jamaica and the 
role Jamaican Americans play in pro-
moting trade and development between 
our two nations. 

The United States has a robust and 
important relationship with Jamaica. 
President Obama’s trip to Jamaica in 
April 2015 illustrated that we see Ja-
maica as a key regional leader and that 
we have a strong interest in strength-
ening our bilateral security relation-
ship with Jamaica. 

The United States is Jamaica’s lead-
ing partner in trade, chief source of 
foreign direct investment, FDI, and 
home to the largest Jamaican diaspora 
in the world. The more than 1 million 
Jamaicans in the United States make 
crucial contributions to the Jamaican 
economy through remittances and sup-
port for friends and family still in Ja-
maica. Proud Jamaicans like Dela-
ware’s Lorraine Badley connect busi-
ness leaders with opportunities for in-
vestment and trade, host ministers and 
other Jamaican officials, and strength-
en community connections in both 
countries. 

From Bob Marley, who first emi-
grated from Jamaica to my home 
State, to former NBA basketball player 
Patrick Ewing and former Secretary of 
State Collin Powell, first- and second- 
generation Jamaican Americans have 
made significant and lasting contribu-
tions to our economy, sports, art, and 
political system. 

The Jamaican Government recog-
nizes the critical role Jamaicans living 
abroad play in Jamaica’s economic ad-
vancement, and this week they are 
hosting the Sixth Biennial Jamaica Di-
aspora Conference in Montego Bay. The 
conference brings together members of 
the Jamaican diaspora from the United 
States, United Kingdom, Canada, and 
other countries to build connections 
and boost diaspora investment in the 
Jamaican economy. I would like to 
commend the Jamaican Government 
for their efforts to diversify their econ-
omy and become a regional leader in 
trade and investment. 

The Diaspora Conference taking 
place this week will leverage that sup-
port into targeted investments to grow 
Jamaica’s infrastructure, ports, and lo-
gistics capacity to make it the central 
hub for the transport of goods between 
Latin America and the United States. 

As the Jamaica Diaspora Conference 
draws to a close, the United States 
looks forward to seeing new partner-
ships between the Jamaicans and the 
Jamaican diaspora emerge to further 
an economic development agenda that 

will result in mutual growth and ben-
efit both our countries. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SISTER MARGARITA 
BREWER 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, today 
I wish to recognize a 2015 Northern 
Kentucky University Lincoln Award 
recipient, my friend and a community 
leader, Sister Margarita M. Brewer. 

Sister Margarita has dedicated her 
life to serving the Latino community 
in Greater Cincinnati. Originally from 
Panama, Sister Margarita has taken an 
active role in programs assisting the 
underserved in her local community as 
well as in Central America. 

Sister Margarita founded the English 
Language Learning—ELL—Founda-
tion, Inc., in 2003 and continues to 
serve as its president, working with 
Cincinnati public schools to help 
English language learners become suc-
cessful in their academic lives while 
fostering their cultural identities. 

I had the privilege of being one of 
Sister Margarita’s ELL tutors while 
serving in the House of Representa-
tives. I had to stop tutoring when I was 
appointed U.S. Trade Representative, 
but during my time as a tutor, I had 
the chance to see her good work in ac-
tion. More recently, my wife Jane has 
worked as an ELL tutor and shares my 
admiration for Sister Margarita and 
her service. Jane was honored to re-
ceive the English Language Learning 
Foundation Tutor of the Year Award in 
2014. 

In collaboration with Latino Pro-
grams and Services’ English Language 
Learners Program at Northern Ken-
tucky University, she also helped de-
velop NKY’s Fun with Science Camp, 
exposing students to all fields of 
science through hands-on learning ac-
tivities. 

Additionally, Sister Margarita has 
been involved with the Crossroad 
Health Center, Family Service of Cin-
cinnati, and Christian Community 
Health Services. 

I join the community in congratu-
lating Sister Margarita, who has served 
the people of Greater Cincinnati and 
Ohio with distinction. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

∑ Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, I wish to 
honor Lincoln University of Jefferson 
City, MO, on the 125th anniversary of 
the signing of the Second Morrill Act 
of 1890, which provided Lincoln Univer-
sity and many other historically Black 
colleges and universities with land- 
grant institution status. Lincoln Uni-
versity has provided student-centered, 
post secondary education opportunities 
to countless students from a variety of 
backgrounds for more than a century. 

On January 14, 1866, Lincoln Univer-
sity, at the time called the Lincoln In-
stitute, was founded by soldiers and of-
ficers of the 62nd United States Colored 
Infantry, following their service in the 
Civil War. After its incorporation and 

the establishment of its board of trust-
ees, the institution opened its doors to 
the first class in its history on Sep-
tember 17, 1866. Lincoln Institute 
moved to its current campus in 1871, 
where it would eventually gain land- 
grant university status under the Sec-
ond Morrill Act of 1890. 

Since then, Lincoln University, 
which changed its name from the Lin-
coln Institute in 1921, has continued to 
provide a wide variety of educational 
specializations with over 50 bachelor’s 
degree programs along with master’s 
degree programs in education, busi-
ness, and the social sciences. Outside of 
its well-known, grant-funded research 
programs, Lincoln has also distin-
guished itself with its popular nursing 
program and state-of-the-art aqua-
culture facilities. 

Lincoln University is an outstanding 
and diverse educational institution 
that continues to impact future gen-
erations by looking forward without 
ever forgetting its roots. I congratulate 
Lincoln University on more than a cen-
tury of successes.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CARSON CITY 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE’S 70TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

∑ Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today, I 
wish to recognize the 70th anniversary 
of the Carson City Chamber of Com-
merce, an important entity to North-
ern Nevada. I am proud to honor this 
chamber that gives so much support to 
local businesses and continues to fight 
to grow the capital city’s economy and 
job market. 

Growing up in Carson City and spend-
ing a lot of time working in my dad’s 
automotive shop, I learned the impor-
tance of a day’s work and what it took 
for my father to keep his business. No 
doubt, Carson City’s businesses—small 
and large—play an important role in 
our State’s growth. 

It is through the hard work of the 
Carson City Chamber of Commerce 
that the business community continues 
to strive and maintain a high quality 
of life for Carson City residents. Even 
when Nevada’s economy took a dif-
ficult turn, the Carson City Chamber of 
Commerce was there every step of the 
way to lift local businesses back up. It 
helped owners adapt to an adverse eco-
nomic climate through innovation, cre-
ativity, and ingenuity. To say this 
chamber has had a positive impact on 
Northern Nevada would be an under-
statement. The strong foundation it 
has built will be felt for years to come. 

Aside from helping local businesses 
expand and thrive, the Carson City 
Chamber of Commerce also offers Car-
son City’s entrepreneurs networking 
opportunities, social functions, and 
educational programs. It is highly in-
volved throughout the community, 
gathering volunteers to clean and re-
vamp areas across the city, as well as 
supporting the sheriff and district at-
torney’s offices. The chamber has 11 di-
rectors and 5 committee executives, all 
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